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Environmental science is a multidisciplinary field that focuses on documenting the impacts that people have on our environment, on 
reducing the harmful effects of these impacts, and on restoring aspects of the environment to benefit both nature and people. Our 
program focuses on air, water, and the Earth’s solid surface, and it includes an emphasis on their interactions with life. 
 
The environmental science degree is a multidisciplinary program that combines physics, chemistry, math, biology, and geology to 
give you the skills and know-how needed to understand environmental impacts. Careers range from the assessment, remediation, 
and protection of air and water resources to the restoration of disturbed landscapes to helping to ensure that major industries 
comply with environmental regulations. In addition, the environmental science program provides fine intellectual training in the 
tradition of a liberal arts education, which means that you will be exceptionally well-qualified to compete for they diverse jobs on 
offer at Pitt’s career fairs. 
 
Required courses for the Environmental Science major 
The environmental science major requires completion of a 
minimum of 63 credits distributed as follows. 
 
Geology core requirements 

Introductory courses; these courses should be taken in 
the same academic term 
GEOL 0055 Geology Lab 
GEOL 0840 Intro to Environmental Science 

All of the following courses 
GEOL 1015 Geology Colloquium 
GEOL 1030 Oceans, Atmosphere, and Climate 
GEOL 1445 GIS, GPS, and Computer Methods for Earth Scientists 
GEOL 1641 Ecosystem Ecology 

One of the following courses 
GEOL 1515 Environmental Geochemistry 
GEOL 1516 Environmental Geochemistry w/ Lab 

One of the following courses 
GEOL 1050 Surface Water Hydrology 
GEOL 1051 Groundwater Geology 

One of the following courses 



 

Writing (W) requirement 
Students must complete at least one W-course in the major. 
 
GIS certificate 
The Geographic Information Systems certificate is a great 
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