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Chemistry is the most central of sciences. It is involved in natural processes occurring in living things, the earth, the oceans, and the 
atmosphere. The chemical industry provides materials to feed, clothe, and house mankind; drugs to combat disease; and processes 
to provide energy for societal needs. Chemistry is playing an ever-increasing role in our society, particularly in high technology fields 
such as molecular biology, microelectronics, drug design, and ceramics. The chemistry curriculum provides a rigorous, 
comprehensive background in the four primary areas of chemistry. The program is appropriate for students who plan to attend 
graduate school or pursue American Chemical Society (ACS) certification. 
 
The chemistry degree includes Dietrich School General Education Requirements, core chemistry courses, and electives. These 
electives include undergraduate research, in collaboration with departmental faculty, and courses in frontier areas of chemistry and 
related fields. It offers special options for students with specific interests in combining chemistry with other subjects, such as 
Bioscience. These options involve additional courses in the chosen second discipline with a limited overlap of selected required 
science courses. These elective courses will allow students to focus free credits into a sequence that gives them an in-depth 
introduction to the subject and will be relevant to their career goals.  
 
The degree in chemistry prepares students for a career in business or industry, or for advanced study in chemistry. Combined with 
core biology courses, students frequently select the Chemistry major as the preferred major for admission to the graduate health 
professions, including medical and dental school. In combination with the education option, the chemistry major is prepared to 
enter a certification program leading to a career in secondary science teaching. Chemists at all levels of training have a wide variety 
of industrial and corporate career opportunities: in agricultural 
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