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Overview 
The Department of Geology and Environmental Science offers a certificate in geographic information systems (GIS). GIS is a 
computer-based system that accommodates virtually any type of information about features that are referenced by geographical 
location. For example, a GIS database may include both location and attribute data, providing a spatial visualization capability for 
analyzing descriptive characteristics about geographical features, both natural and man-made. One of the most important benefits 
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